dare to contradict the statement publicly. A few
months later the Party decided against the continued
application in detail of Dialectical Materialism to the
exact sciences A number of essays were then
exposed to ridicule by the Party organs. I quote a
few of their titles from an account by Sydney and
Beatrice Webb : * Marxism and Surgery, The
Dialectics of Graded Steel, The Dialectics of an
Internal Combustion Motor. A Journal for Marxist-
Leninist Natural Science was published regularly,
cultivating such branches of knowledge. Not before
this lunacy was eventually abolished by the Party
in the fifteenth year of the revolution could any
scientist of the U.S.S.R. raise his voice against it.2

Dialectical Materialism remains, of course, beyond
criticism in the U.S S.R. This philosophy, which
most scientists do not believe to have much more sense
in its general form than in the above quoted special
applications which were current until 1932, is still
being thrust down the throat of Soviet scientists,
who must not contradict. A report, couched in
scholastic terms referring to the Soviet orthodoxy,
of a discussion on a problem of genetics, which was
conducted at the end of 1936 in the Lenin Academy
of Natural Sciences, appeared in Nature (1937) 140,
p. 296.

By a decree of the Communist Party dated July 4,
1936, the application of Binet-Simon intelligence
tests to children was declared as a counter-revolu-

1  S. and B. Webb.    Soviet Communism : A New Civiliza-
tion, p. 1000.

2  A lone exception was made in favour of the famous
Ivan P. Pavlov who was free at least to talk as he pleased.
Pavlov died in 1936 at the age of 86.    During the era of
Stalin, beginning about 1927, his activities were naturally
very limited by his age.
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